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Hey there author!

Thank you for purchasing this Ebook. I am so
excited to share this resource with you. I’ve
taken some time from writing to gain insight
and share my experience of being a
self-published author. As you may know,
self-publishing can be a scary task and a lot of
work. Because you made the decision to publish
your own book, marketing is a tool you need to
have down pack. The purpose of the ebook is to
help you better understand marketing and help
you crush marketing via social media and other
sources. I will answer marketing questions by
answering the five w’s and 1 h, who, what,
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when, where, why, and how. Get ready to GROW and crush your marketing goals!
Let’s go!

#1 W
What is marketing?

I always tell those who I coach to look at their book as a business. You may
have written this book to empower and encourage others, but you did take out the
time to write. The process wasn’t easy, and I am sure you would like to profit
monetarily as well. Your book is a product which services others so therefore you
should market it. So, what is marketing? Marketing is defined as the ACTION or
business of promoting and selling products and services. Whether it’s a book,
devotional, poem or whatever, you want to sell or advertise your products. You
want others to know that it is available for purchase. Your product should be
available to all.
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Look at it this way, if you don’t tell others what you have is available then how
will they know? How will you make sales? Marketing gives you exposure to others
who know nothing about what you have to offer unless presented to them.
Marketing is the avenue in which you book will reach so many others near and far.
It’s basically sharing your book to the globe. Because you chose to become a
self-published author, your marketing must be effective. You must show your
readers that it is worth their time. You want to make genuine connections with
people who have similar interests as you. Getting a great understanding of
marketing will help your book soar to greater heights and possibilities.

www.charrisat.org info@charrisataylor.org 2022CharrisaT

http://www.charrisat.org
mailto:info@charrisataylor.org


#2 W
Who should I market to?

As a self-published author, one thing you should ask yourself is who are you
writing this book for? What age group will it be? Who would more likely read this
piece? This is your niche. Your niche is your targeted audience. Your book will be for
a specific group of people and that is the audience you will market to. For
example, my first book was called Prepare and Position Yourself. I knew that this
book was for singles. So my audience was single men and women regardless of
age. I knew that this book would serve as a guide for those who are single and
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wondering what they should do in their singleness. I knew that this book would be a
helpful tool or those who are trying to navigate in their singleness.

Determining who your book is for will help you when marketing. Also, once you
determine your niche, see what problem they are having and how your book
could be a problem solver. Provide tools and needed resources that will help your
niche be successful in whatever area you are targeting. Getting to know people
who fit the criteria of your niche can help you guide the writing of your book. You
want to be relatable and add value to the reader.
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#3 W
Why is marketing important?

I may have already stressed the importance of marketing but if you choose to
write the book, then you are wanting others to know about it. Marketing helps you
gain readers. Gaining a reader helps you add another source of income. Honestly
when I wrote my first book, I honestly didn’t think about selling this to others. I
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thought my friends and family would be the only ones to buy this book. Now fast
forward to 2021. Four years ago, that devotional was written, revamped, and put in
the hands of many. Some of them I know and a lot of them I don’t. If I would have
known the ends and out of publishing back then, whew, just think of the possibilities
I would have had if I marketed the book effectively. I must admit, marketing
changed for me in 2020. I now have the tools and the wisdom to know that I need
to master the art of marketing especially if I want to reach others outside my zip
code.

Let’s be clear, your book is not just a goal you are checking off the list. Your
book is not just for those in your area code. Your book is for the world and the only
way a self-published author is going to get the book out is by marketing.  You must
tell others about your book. You must let your words be life to others in whatever
area you are writing about.
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#4 W
When should you start marketing?

One of the biggest takeaways on my journey is the sooner the marketing the
better. I believe as soon as the book cover is designed and ready, you can market
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well before you are finished with the manuscript! Yes, no matter if it is 6 months
before the release of the book. Your book cover is the reveal to others that you
have something exciting on the way. Why market early? Listed below are a few
reasons why I feel an early release is needed…..

● It adds additional income
● Creates a buzz about the book before it is ready
● Builds potential readers/followers
● Helps fund book signing
● Helps BRAND the book
● Increase visibility

Marketing early can be a huge plus for your book. If you choose to do so, make
sure you keep great records and start a mailing list for potential readers. This way
you can keep in touch with your readers and connect with them on a more
personal level. I use MailChimp to send out eblast to my readers or you can start a

www.charrisat.org info@charrisataylor.org 2022CharrisaT

http://www.charrisat.org
mailto:info@charrisataylor.org


Facebook group and/or author page. These are just some ways to connect with
those who are taking a chance on purchasing early.

Oh, and might I add try offering a special price for buying early. This is a great
way to get readers to buy and can earn you some extra income fast. It will help to
know what you are setting the regular price of your ebook before doing a sale
price. Also, if you are planning on putting the ebook on amazon and other sites,
any ebook presales will probably need to through amazon.com. you can send a
PDF copy to your ebook presale buyers.

#5 W
Where can I market?
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There are so many ways you can market your book. One of the most popular
ways to market is via social media. Social media is an open door for you to sell your
books. Do not sleep on social media! It is a huge tool to gain revenue as an author.
Not only will you gain revenue, but you will also connect with like minded
individuals and these connections are super important as a self-published author.
Social media, when used properly, can be your greatest asset,

Testimony: I sold 22 books to a woman I’ve never met! She saw a post that I made
on Instagram and said that my book would fit her subscription box for the

upcoming month! We negotiated the price, an invoice was sent, the invoice was
paid, and books were shipped!

Social media marketing is great when you make a plan and work it. It is a huge
way to get revenue and connect with people all over the world. Your book is not
just for your area code. (READ THAT AGAIN) Your book is a global resource and it’s
up to you to get it there.

Listed below are just a few ways you can market your book.

● Social media
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● Storytelling on Social Media: create meaningful post that shares your story but
also directs them to purchase your book/service/products

● YouTube (wow your followers with vlogs about your book)
● Newspaper ads
● Vendor events
● Start a book club
● Start a book tour
● Radio interviews
● Guest blogging
● Media kits
● Speaking engagements
● Pass out the first chapter and ask for reviews
● Social media contest
● Start a mailing list
● Tweet about it
● Create your book hashtag
● Podcast
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● Start a blog
● Ask friends or family to share via social media
● Webinars/Seminars
● Facebook/Ig Lives
● Facebook/IG/Pinterest Ads

● Create reels and on the end screen create a CALL TO ACTION pot where you
invite the viewer to follow you, subscribe to your email list, purchase a service
or product

Why ads?
Have you ever been on social media and saw a sponsored post? This is a paid

advertisement (ad) that you can use to market globally. Now, I know you may be
wondering why should you do this? Well let me say that marketing is going to cost
you time and money, but the results are so worth it. I do encourage you to use ads
as a part of the marketing plan. If you choose to do this, I suggest making a budget
whether it’s monthly, quarterly, or yearly. Truthfully, I have spent up to 100 dollars on
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an ad that lasted for about 2 months. The key to an ad is knowing how to set the
ad specifications. I suggest you read up on how to set your ad so that you can get
the most bang for your buck.

Why hashtags?
Believe it or not, hashtags have their own page. You can follow hashtags and

see all of the posts that relate to that particular hashtag. When posting it is crucial
to tag your book to some of the most viewed hashtags. This is just another form of
marketing. This allows followers to see your post whether you are friends or not. Your
hashtag can bring you sales or other connections. Use all avenues as possible to
get your book known globally!

Here are a few popular hashtags for authors
#bookworm #bookworms     #booknerdigans #booklove   #booklovers

#booklover    #bookish  #igbooks       #authorsofinstagram   #writerscommunity
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# iwrite    #writersofinstagram    #authorlife     #writerscorner     #igbooks
#ilovewriting  #authors    #authorsrock    #amediting

#6 H
How often should I market?

If you want to market and market effectively, you need to make a plan. This
plan will help you stay on top of things and also helps you with creating content
and avoid putting out similar posts. Why is planning important? Planning your post
helps you create a system for marketing. Knowing what you are going to post and
when helps you stay on target and market efficiently. After posting, always look at
post engagement data. This helps you know what posts are reaching more
followers. It also allows you to see what your followers are into. This helps you create
content around what they like and want to know more about!
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Below is a suggested social media marketing plan.

Goal Resources My WHY Behind It
Post 3-5 times

daily on all
social sites

Create content
related to your

book

Posting regularly will keep your page active and readers involved.
Make sure your post has great content and use hashtags. Interact with

your audience via social media. Make a connection with your
audience. Also use different post such as reels, short videos, stories,

and picture content.

Use great
photos

Canva App
Photo Grid App
Text Gram App

Create cool flyers, media kits, announcements, and more for
marketing and branding purposes. Real high-quality photos will

capture your audience and intrigue them to want to know more
about who you are?

Video
marketing

RIPL app You can create short videos about your book on this app. It is super
easy and a great tool to spice up your post content.

Schedule post
Social Mention,

Hoot Suite, Tweet
Reach, FB pages

This helps you post without having to stay on social media often. If you
have post ideas already for the day or week, you can schedule post

first thing in the morning and let the magic happens. Just be sure to go
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back and respond to your followers. Remember, make genuine
connections with your readers.

Brand the
Book

Use #’s, same fonts,
colors, designs

Branding the book gives it an identity. It is basically how you package
and present your book to others. This is how readers will identify who
you are by giving your book a sense of style that matches across all

social media sites and website.

Once you create a marketing plan, STICK WITH IT! I know it may seem like a lot
of work, but your book deserves to be in as many hands as possible. You should
want the world to know and read what you have to say. Effective marketing takes
time and practice. Creating content to post also takes time. These are things you
should want to get quiet about and plan thoroughly and carefully. Your marketing
strategy must be on point. You can choose to hire someone to do this or create a
plan and work it.
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On the following pages are tools you can use to plan content for marketing
purposes.
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How to use these documents……
This chart is to
be used first.
Before using
this, think
about the
topics of your
book you may
want to
highlight.
Maybe your
book talks
about identity.
You want to
plan three or
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more posts a day that talks about identity. These may be quotes, personal
experiences, and songs. Once you have your content, write down what you will be
sharing and in what order. You can find quotes by simply typing in the topic in the
search bar. The results are endless!

Now that you
have your
content, set a
goal for each
post. What is
the result for
posting the
content? Use
this chart to
write down
weekly/ daily
goals for the
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content you plan to post each day or for the week. Be sure to write the date in the
columns so you can use this when evaluating your post data.

Use this calendar to jot
down data such as
the number of likes,
reach, saves, etc. This
is available if you are
using a social media
business page. On
Instagram under each
post it’s called view
insights. On Facebook
clicked the # of

people reached to get more data about the post. You can chart trends such as
the demographics of people who viewed your post which post your viewers liked
the most.(THIS IS MAJOR) This data will help you determine how to plan and create
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content around the NEEDS of your viewers. This shows what your viewers may want
to know more about. You can create content around that!

Creating a catchy post…..
Some posts can be short and sweet, but others may need to be wordy and worded
carefully. Here is how you know your post is reaching others.

INSTAGRAM

This was a picture posted of me in the car on
Instagram. IG alerts me by letting me know this
post is reaching more people than other posted
pictures. This may be a good picture to BOOST
(paid advertising) because of how it is
performing. 45 loved it, 3 people commented,
and 1 person saved it. Despite the low number of
likes and comments, people saw this post. These
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numbers may not seem HUGE to you but if 226 people saw just a picture of me in
the car, what do you think would happen if this was a post relating to a particular
product?  The numbers may double or triple! Let me go further…..

Look at the caption. It is very simple, but I used
emojis and hashtags. THIS IS IMPORTANT. We
all follow hashtags, and this can broaden the
reach of your post. Also, responding to the
commenters builds relationships so if you have
a post and people are responding, PLEASE
RESPOND BACK.  Don’t listen to those who
may tell you not to talk to those who
comment on your post. Even if they comment
something that you disagree with, be nice,
and may your words be seasoned with love.
This is a way to connect with others you may
never meet in person.
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Also let me share with you the importance of using reels. I started using reels in
December 2021. Over the course of a few weeks, I have more followers, thousands
of views, and

FACEBOOK

This is a glimpse from 2020 of my ministry LIKE
page. This is a tool that will be very useful for
marketing purposes. You can look here to see
which posts are getting the most feedback, how
many are engaging with the post, the
breakdown of demographics and more. This will
help to create content around posts that are
getting the most reach.  You can also see your
targeted audience and learn more about your
niche. The current picture is of data WITHOUT
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Facebook advertising. Doing an ad to the post on June 6 could possibly quadruple
the reach and engagement of this video.

Now look at the data from 2021. Over the last
few months, we have been consistently
posting, creating content around topics that
are needed for our audience and just look at
the data. We went from pictures to live videos
and the reach, number of shares, and
engagement has increased. Be sure to
consistently check your page insights. Data
changes daily and it will be a great tool to use
when you are thinking about Facebook
advertising. There is power in marketing but it
must be effectively planned and managed.
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Marketing can be a handful
and being a self-published author or entrepreneur with these few simple resources
can be detrimental to the process. It’s important that you take the time to learn as
much as you can on how to BE a self-published author. You must learn the tricks
and trades of marketing and how to get your product into as many hands as
possible. Also try repurposing content. If you see content posted months/years ago
that had a lot of reach, try reposting the same content but switch up the captions.
work smarter not harder. Developing an effective marketing plan is HARD WORK
but very CRUCIAL to you.
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